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Minutes of the Meeting

5th State Broadband Committee Meeting - Chandigarh UT
Date:13th May 2025 (Tuesday) at 10:00 AM

Chairperson: Shri Rajeev Verma, IAS, Chief Secretary, Chandigarh UT

Convened By:Sh. Anil Kumar Ranjan, Addl DG Telecom Punjab LSA, Department of
Telecommunications, Ministry of Communications, Government of India.

State Broadband Committee Meeting was held in Chandigarh on 13t"May 2025 under
the chairmanship of the Chief Secretary, Chandigarh. The meeting commenced with
a welcome address by Shri B.M. Setia, Deputy Director General (DDG), Chandigarh
followed by a detailed presentation on the agenda points. The key deliberations held
during the meeting are as follows:

(I) Agenda Point 1: Following points were discussed with UT Administration on
effective implementation of new RoW Rules, 2024:

Telecommunication Line
in Rural and Peripheral
Areas of UT.

to permit Overhead OFC cable laying
by TSP’s as per new Telecom ROW
Rules -2024. He informed the Chair
that several rural and peripheral areas
of the Union Territory already have
overhead cables laid by entities other
than telecom operators.

2. Chief Architect informed that
Master Plan does not allow overhead
cables in rural areas and any such
installation might have been permitted
before promulgation of Master Plan

3. The Engineering Department
clarified, no permissions are being
issued for overhead cable laying. It
needs to be checked that whether some
permissions were given in the past or
not.

4. It was further noted that there
is no provision for a common duct in
these areas.

Sr No Discussion Point Discussion Held Further Course of
Action
1 Provision of Overhead | 1. DDG (CHD) requested chair | 1. The Chair

directed those previous
permissions be reviewed,
and the  concerned
operators  (other than
telecom) be advised or
suggested suitable
alternate options.

2. Any such
installation which is not
permitted under law
cannot be enforced.
[Action By: Estate,
MC, Urban Planning,
Engineering Deptt.]

3. The Chair further
directed that a joint
proposal may be
explored for the creation
of a common duct by all
Facility Providers and
submitted to the UT
Administration.

[Action By: COAI,
DIPA, DoT /MC/Engg
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Deptt]

Activation of Private
Property form on the
RoW Portal

1. The Urban Planning
Department informed the Chair that
under previous policies of the Union
Territory, such as those issued in
2004, 2008, and 2015, the provision
for installing telecom towers was
restricted to non-residential
buildings only.

2. The representative from
DIPA apprised the Chair that under
the new RoW Rules, 2024, there is a
provision for installing telecom towers
on private property, and many
States/UTs have already adopted these
rules. It was further highlighted that
97.25% of Chandigarh’s population
resides in urban areas, necessitating
enhanced telecom infrastructure to
ensure better service delivery.

3. DDG (CHD) requested the
Chair to consider permitting the
installation of telecom infrastructure

on commercial buildings, while
ensuring that the heritage and
aesthetics of  Chandigarh are
preserved.

4. Chief Architect stated that
installation of telecom tower on
commercial buildings is already
permitted. He further stated that
commercial buildings and markets are
provided 1in every sector in
Chandigarh and installation on
suitable commercial buildings that are
safe from structured stability can be
done.

It was agreed that the
private property form
(for tower installation on
commercial property) on
the RoW Portal be
activated, subject to
compliance with Estate
Rules including
structural safety for this
purpose. It must be
ensured that no
installation on private
residential buildings gets
approved.

[Action By: Estate
Department/ADC/NIC]

Provision for Refund of
Annual Rent in Cases
where Tower Installation
is not Executed due to

1. NIC informed the Chair that
currently, the rent is being deposited
with the Municipal Corporation,
Chandigarh and the Estate Office.

The Chair asked that it
be verified whether these
rents are being deposited
into any respective
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Public Protests or other
Valid Justified Reasons.

bank accounts of
MC/Estate Office or
into the Consolidated
Fund of the Union
Territory. If the rents
are being deposited into
the Consolidated Fund,
the processing of refunds
may require budgetary
process. However, if the
same is not required,
then Estate, MC, NIC
and Finance Department
to jointly discuss and
submit the modalities.

[Action
By:MC/Estate/Finance
Deptt]
The Chair further
directed NIC to verify
the matter and

accordingly decision to
be taken.
[Action By: NIC]

Order for RoW Rules
Adoption to be Issued

The Secretary (IT) appraised the
Chair that the matter is currently
under the vetting process.

The Chair asked to issue
the order within a week’s

time with due vetting.
[Action By: IT Deptt.]

(II) Agenda Point 2: Review of MoM of 4th SBC Meeting held on 23.12.2024:

l.

2. Grey Area Coverage:

a. Airtel’s Grey Area Locations:

5G Rollout: DDG (CHD) apprised the Chair that Airtel and Reliance Jio have successfully
achieved the 5G minimum rollout targets set by the DoT. However, Vodafone Idea Ltd. (VIL) is
still in the process of rolling out 5G services in the Union Territory. Chair asked if there is a
delay/default on part of VIL and if so any penalty/action is taken by DoT.

Area requiring
further enhancement

Remarks

Further Course of Action

Connecting ISBT
Road towards Phase-6
Mohali

Airtel has completed the sector
addition activity at the nearest site
and has submitted the drive test
results, which highlight a notable
improvement in coverage.

[Item Closed]

Punjab University

ADC apprised the chair that all the
meetings with PU authorities have
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been concluded.

The Chair asked that the matter be

PEC — Sector 12

ADC apprised the Chair that the
second meeting with PEC
authorities is expected to be held
soon.

concluded at the earliest and
preferably within 15 days.

[Action By: ADC]

Sector 15/16
residential area and
connecting roads.

The allotted site is no longer viable
due to strong public protest.

The Chair directed to conduct a joint
visit and expedite the identification of
the most suitable solution.

[Action By: MC CHD/ Operator|

Sub Agenda Discussion Further Course of
Agenda Action
Point
2(b) BSNL’s Grey Locations | DDG (CHD) appraised the Chair that | The Chair asked BSNL
4G) nine locations have been proposed by | to provide a clear
BSNL to strengthen network coverage. | timeline for covering
However, due to the unavailability of | the identified grey
equipment, these locations continue to | locations. He also
remain in the grey zone with respect to | asked about the action
BSNL mobile coverage. being taken by DoT in
this regard.
[Action By: BSNL]
2(c) VIL’s Grey Locations DDG (CHD) apprised the Chair that | The Chair asked that

VIL has proposed four locations to
strengthen network coverage. Out of
these, two locations—Panjab
University (PU) and PEC—are being
considered for tower installation by
Indus Towers. For the remaining two
locations, VIL is still assessing site
feasibility through an Infrastructure
Provider.

the matter be addressed
at the earliest within
the current quarter.

[Action By:DoT/VIL]

3 BSNL - Infrastructure | DDG (CHD) apprised the Chair that
Sharing Issue with IPs | BSNL's issues with infrastructure | [Item Closed]
providers have been addressed and
resolved
4 QoS Parameters | 1. DDG (CHD) apprised the chair | The Chair asked that
Performance Analysis | that TRAI has conducted a detailed 5 | feedback from  all
in UT day drive test in UT and published a | operators be obtained

report. The operator wise comparison
has been presented ir.t. QoS
performance parameters.

on the action points in
TRAI  report. He
further directed that
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2. BSNL apprised the Chair that
during the previous drive test, only
40% of the planned sites had been

Panjab University
(PU), PEC, and the
High Court also be
included in the Hotspot

installed. However, as of now, 95% of | list of TRAI
the sites have been installed across the
Union Territory, resulting in a | [Action By:
significant improvement in network | DoT/TRAI]
performance compared to the situation
in November.
BTS Fiberization Status | 1. DDG (CHD) apprised the Chair
that currently, approximately 58% of
BTSs in the Union Territory are
fiberized, compared to the national
average of 35%.
2. He further apprised the Chair that [Ttem Closed]
the Hon’ble Minister of
Communications (MoC) recently
launched NBM 2.0, under which the
BTS fiberization targets have been
removed.
Adoption of Green | CPDL apprised the Chair that NIELIT | The Chair directed
Energy Open Access is currently developing a software, | CPDL to ensure the
which is expected to be completed by | completion at the
the end of May. earliest and intimate
the implementation
status upon completion
of the software
development.

[Action By: CPDL)]

Telecom Theft Cases

1. Dy.SP apprised that a total of nine
theft incidents were reported in 2023.
Out of these, three cases have been
closed following the arrest of the
accused, while the remaining six cases
are still under investigation.

2. DDG (CHD) apprised the Chair
that a total of 11 theft incidents were
reported (8 — DDR and 3 - online) in
the previous financial year, and the
details of the same have been shared
with Chandigarh Police.

The chair directed
Chandigarh Police to
convert all the DDRs
in this regard into FIR
and work out for all
cases reported.

[Action CHD
Police]

By:

Training sessions on

DDG(CHD) apprised the chair that

[Item Closed]
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provisions of new RoW
rules, 2024

three  training sessions were
successfully conducted for concerned
departments of UT.

9 Validity and Renewal | 1. DDG (CHD) apprised the chair | DDG (CHD) informed
of Permission wunder | that the detailed clarification was | that the DoT has
Row Rules, 2024 provided on the validity/ renewal and | recently received a

execution time of RoW permission to | letter from the
MC CHD. Municipal Corporation
regarding the extension
2. The Chief Engineer (CE), MCC | of the  execution
informed  that the  Municipal | timeline, and the same
Corporation, in its in-house meeting, | may be forwarded to
has approved the extension of the | NBM for approval.
execution time period for OFC laying
by invoking Clause 7(2)(c) of the new | [Action By: DoT]
RoW Rules, 2024, with the forfeiture
of a certain amount.
10 CBuD App 1. DDG (CHD) appreciated ADC’s | The Chair directed
efforts in achieving the quarterly | CPDL to onboard onto
targets of CBuD enquiries for UT. the CBuD App
immediately in order to

2. CBuD mandate is  being | safeguard their

incorporated across all tenders, work | underground assets.

orders, and RFPs to ensure

compliance. [Action By:
DoIT/ADC/CPDL]

3. The Director (IT) apprised the

Chair that the mandate regarding the

CBuD App, as issued by the Punjab

Government, will be released within a

week.

4. CE, MC CHD apprised the Chair

that they are incorporating the CBuD

mandate for their Water, Gas Pipeline,

Electricity, Road, and other

infrastructure as well.

11 Regularization of Old | SIO (NIC) apprised the chair that a [ 1. The Chair asked

Towers

total of 1501 towers have been
surveyed, verified and GIS-mapped.
He stated that for some of the towers it
is not clear as to which operator those
tower belongs and the same needs to
be checked.

the  Estate  Office,
MCC, Engineering
Department, and Urban
Planning Department to
work on the GIS
mapped list and
identify ~ the  total
number of authorized
and unauthorized
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towers in the Union
Territory (UT) for
actions in accordance
with law.

[Action By: All
concerned
Departments|

2. The Chair further
asked that the complete

list of towers be
circulated to all
operators, to identify

their towers from the
unidentified list and to
verify for which towers
they have obtained
requisite  permission
for.

[Action By:
Operators/DoT/NIC]

12

Smart Metering and
Composite Billing
Scheme

1. CPDL apprised the Chair that
they have requested NIELIT to
provide an approximate cost estimate
and timeline for the development of
software for composite billing.

2. CPDL further informed the Chair
that under the smart metering scheme,
it will take approximately two years to
complete the installation of smart
meters across the Union Territory

(U7).

1. The Chair directed
the same to be
expedited and asked
that a firm timeline be
presented  for  the
development of the
composite billing
software.

[Action By: CPDL]

2. The Chair further
suggested that the
industrial sector may
be prioritized under the
smart metering
scheme.

[Action By: CPDL)]

13

UT Policy on Common
Duct

DDG (CHD) requested the Chair to
consider issuing a policy on the
common duct and posts in the Union
Territory (UT).

The Chair asked MC
Chandigarh  for the
same and to examine
for review of
applicable rates related
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to the policy on
common duct and
posts.
[Action By: MC
CHD]

14

Digital Communication
Readiness Ranking

l. Quarterly review meeting of
IDCC to be held to review DCRR
parameters.

2. Submission of data by UT CHD
1.r.t. 73 DCRR parameters for the FY
2024-25.

The Chair directed the
IT  Department to
complete and submit
the required data by the
end of May.

[Action By: IT Deptt.]

The Meeting ended with a vote of thanks to the Chair.

Note: Hindi version follows.
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Annexure-1

List of All Participants

Dept/Org Name of Participants Designation
Sh. Rajeev Verma Chief Secretary
Sh. Mandip Singh Brar Home Secretary
Sh. Amit Kumar Commissioner (CMC)
Sh. Hari Kallikat Secretary (IT)
Ms. Prerna Puri Secretary (Engineering Dept.)
Sh. Amandeep Singh Bhatti | ADC
Sh. Nitish Singla Director (IT)
Sh. Sanjay Arora Chief Engineer (MCC)
: Sh. C. B. Ojha Chief Engineer (Engineering Deptt.)
Char{?%garh Sh. Rajiv Mehta Chief Architecture (DoUP)
Ms. Mandip Senior Town Planner (DoUP)
Ms. Roma Marwaha Divisional Town Planner (DoUP)
Sh. Ravi Kumar Executive Engineer, CP-I(Engincering Dept.)
Sh. Rakesh Kumar SDO (Estate Office)
Sh. Udaypal Singh Dy.S.P (CHD Police)
Sh. Ramesh Kumar Gupta SIO (NIC)
Ms. Neeti Str. Programmer (NIC)
Sh. Ravi Kumar Sr. Programmer (NIC)
Sh. Aishwary Saraswat Dy. Manager (CPDL)
Sh.Anil Kumar Ranjan Addl. DGT
: Sh.BM Setia DDG (CHD)
Punjgb ,{f SA, Sh. Rajeev Sharma Director (Compliance)
© Sh.Punit Kumar ADG (Rural)
Sh. Sunil Bhat ADET (CHD)
Sh. Purushotam Lal DGM
BSNL Sh. Balvinder Kumar AGM
BBNL Sh. Upender Pathak DGM (BN)
COAI(0nline) | Sh. Deepak Gupta Manager

DIPA (Online)

Sh.Greesh Kumar Tyagi

General Manager
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